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Throughout hrs tenure rn long-
running prog-metal  act  Fates
Warning,  gui tar is t  J im Matheos
has s impl i f ied his r ig to the extent
that  d ia l ing in h is heavy,  progres-

s ive tones is  now inst inct ive.  He
employs this same straightforward
approach in h is s ide project ,  Arch/
Matheos,  which features former
Fates Warning s inger John Arch.

" ln the ear ly days l 'd  have th is
four- foot  rack."  Matheos says.
"But over the years l've found that

I  l ike a c leaner s ignal  path.  Plus,  as
the gear has improved, I  actual ly
need less of  i t . "

Matheos might  have scaled back
his setup,  but  he st i l l  manages to
extract  a lot  of  sounds f rom his r ig,
thanks to h is Ground Control  unat .
" ln a typical  set ,  l 've probably got  a
good 4o sounds programmed in
there," he says. "Before each
show, l ' l l  program one bank wi th
two dir ty  channels,  one semi-di r ty
channel ,  a couple c lean channels
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"1.4y Mesa/Boogie Mark lV,  which
l 've had for  about 20 years,  l t  took
me a long t ime to handle i t  the
r ight  way,  because subt le changes
in how you set  the contro ls can
make a big d i f ference.  But  i t 's
real ly  rewarding in the end and
more unique sounding than a lot  of
what 's  out  there."
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"My SansAmp PSA-1.  A lot  of
people don' t  real ize th is,  but  I  use
i t  a lot ,  l t 's  got  a great  tone to i t .
I  use i t  rn combinat ion wi th the
Mark lV in the studro,  and that 's
what makes my sound."

Arch/Matheos' debut album,
Sympathetic Resononce, is out
now on Metal Blade Records.
Visit archmatheos.com for
more info.
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