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THE GUITAR RIGS OF THE STARS

JIM MATHEQS

DESIGN PHILOSOPHY

Throughout his tenure in long-
running prog-metal act Fates
Warning, guitarist Jim Matheos
has simplified his rig to the extent
that dialing in his heavy, progres-
sive tones is now instinctive. He
employs this same straightforward
approach in his side project, Arch/
Matheos, which features former
Fates Warning singer John Arch.
“In the early days I'd have this
four-foot rack,” Matheos says.
“But over the years I've found that

| like a cleaner signal path. Plus, as
the gear has improved, | actually
need less of it.”

CONTROL ISSUES

Matheos might have scaled back
his setup, but he still manages to
extract a lot of sounds from his rig,
thanks to his Ground Control unit.
“In a typical set, I've probably got a
good 40 sounds programmed in
there,” he says. “Before each
show, I'll program one bank with
two dirty channels, one semi-dirty
channel, a couple clean channels
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FAVORITE PIECE OF GEAR

“My Mesa/Boogie Mark IV, which
I've had for about 20 years. It took
me a long time to handle it the
right way, because subtle changes
in how you set the controls can
make a big difference. But it's
really rewarding in the end and
more unique sounding than a lot of
what's out there.”
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SECRET WEAPON

“My SansAmp PSA-1. A lot of
people don't realize this, but | use
it alot. It's got a great tone to it.

I use it in combination with the
Mark IV in the studio, and that's
what makes my sound.”

Arch/Matheos’ debut album,
Sympathetic Resonance, is out
now on Metal Blade Records.
Visit archmatheos.com for
more info.
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